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Q:

Is CHEMICAL RESALE OF SANTA BARBARA (CRSB) a DEA cover?

A: The DEA has been known to set up fake chemical supply companies
aimed at attracting and then busting manufacturers of controlled substances.
For example, in 1982 the DEA operated a company called UNIVERSAL SOLVENTS
OF AMERICA, and advertised the company in “drug oriented” magazines. Similarly, the DEA ran a bogus laboratory equipment and chemical company called
GEO-DATA CHEMICALS in Boise, Idaho. Both fronts led to arrests and convictions.
h
By all indications (including reports from people who received orders), CRSB
sold chemicals and glassware to the general public. The company’s “we deal
with anyone” manner, combined with their product line, and odd payment
policy (some transactions had to be paid with a personal check), has led to
speculation that they might be a DEA front. Orders could be placed via CRSB’s
web site, which was well-indexed on all the major search engines. I have only
seen a partial list of the chemicals sold by CRSB. While all appeared legal themselves, some could be used in the manufacture of controlled substances.
h
While I doubt that CRSB was a DEA front organization, it is possible that the
DEA now has the names and addresses of anyone who ordered from CRSB. In
July of 1997, TOM KASPER, CRSB’s owner (known as “wirehead” on the CRSB
web site), assaulted a flight attendant while on a Continental Airlines flight
from Houston to Los Angeles. Evidently, he blew his top when the airline refused to upgrade him to first class. Enraged, he grabbed a scalding pot of coffee and poured it on one of the stewardesses, causing severe burns on her hand.
He then tried to open one of the airplane doors as it was landing. Kasper was
arrested for interfering with a flight crew during flight (REUTERS 1998).
No doubt, from the time of his arrest, KASPER was the target of intense federal
investigation and certainly the investigators must have learned of his chemical resale business. In late 1997 and early 1998 there were rumors on an online discussion forum that the DEA did shut down CRSB for selling GHB precursor chemicals; I was unable to confirm these rumors. On January 12, 1998,
KASPER pled guilty to the federal charge of disrupting the flight and currently
faces a maximum sentence of life in prison. Sentencing is set for April 27, 1998.
CRSB’s web site is no longer accessible; I suspect that the company is defunct.
Of course, a man who faces life in prison has a great incentive to cooperate
with the authorities. I wouldn’t be surprised if the feds take an interest in CRSB
and, one way or another, obtain information about CRSB’s former customers,
or those people who now contact the company via mail. On the other hand,
the government has evidently chosen not to maintain the CRSB web site or
transform it into an information-gathering front; a move they would logically
have taken if they believed it would lead them to underground chemists. 
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cin with the oxidizing agent ferric chloride. At no point
did they isolate it, much less attempt to determine its
structure. They did not even directly compare it to the
blue color observed in mushrooms or attempt to determine what is actually blue in psilocybian mushrooms.
3) Psilocybin was found to be entirely unaffected by their
enzyme. As psilocybin is often more abundant than psilocin, and at least some commonly used psilocybian mushrooms apparently lack psilocin altogether (yet still
“blue”), the assertion of decreased potency cannot be
considered a blanket statement—only one that might
relate to psilocin-containing mushrooms.
That a phosphatase might readily convert psilocybin to
psilocin and enhance this deterioration may well be true,
and I suspect this factors into the disparity OTT discussed
when mentioning that psilocybin/psilocin mushrooms
must be kept frozen and do not keep for long, while psilocybin-containing mushrooms with no psilocin will keep
well at room temperature for fairly long periods of time.
Perhaps lack of said phosphatase is involved?
4) The only conjecture that was made about the structure of the blue product was that it was “probably
quinonoid in nature.” At no point did they state it was a
quinone.
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quinone,” as it is not supported by the primary research
paper that he cited.
We are once again left feeling as though, in some cases, the
Internet is not “where it’s at” with regard to information on
entheogens.

BORAMETZ BULLSHIT
On page 14 of the 1997 AUTUMNAL EQUINOX issue of ER, “G.A.,
KY” describes an interesting “Borametz Meditation.” Editor
JIM DEKORNE follows this with the comment that, “Borametz
extract, in the form of an oil available from herbalists, comes
from the leaf of the Borametz tree, an evergreen native to
Russia.” This information is incorrect. What’s being sold as
“Borametz” has not been extracted from plants. These “plant
extract” claims were first presented to me from the person/
company that I purchased a bottle from—GEORGE ANGELIDIS
in Kentucky. Similar claims have been presented by other
companies selling this product. I’ve had two samples of
“Borametz” tested by GC/MS (thanks go out to chemist ‘5HT’ for these analyses). Both samples had the “ANGELIDIS”
product label on them, but one came from ANGELIDIS and one
came from another company, SHAMANIC TONICS. Chemist ‘5HT’ comments on the results of the first GC/MS test:

5) The article mentions dimeric quinones ( not
diquinones, but perhaps this is where the author of the
web page derived that word) being formed by the experimental oxidation of two different phenols. While psilocin is also a phenol, it contains an additional indole ring
and a side chain lacking in both other far simpler phenolic compounds. To get a quinone, serious modification of the structure would have to occur and, as SASHA
pointed out, a second oxygen would have to be introduced from somewhere. Obviously the starting compound is not going to be regenerated by any type of
simple reduction.

There was one major peak representing 93.67% of the
total material and having a retention time of 4.85 minutes. MS showed it to be consistent with 1,4-butanediol.
There was a second minor peak being 6.33% and having
a retention time of 5.50 minutes. The library suggests
this is 1,2,3,4-butanetetrol (maybe a starting material or
breakdown product?). And that’s it. No more peaks. The
claim that the product contained natural extracts is almost certainly false as one would expect a forest of peaks.
This is tech-grade chemical, in my opinion.

6) While the reduction with ascorbic acid or sodium
dithionate eliminated the blue color, there was never any
suggestion that psilocin was reformed or generated.

The second GC/MS test (from a different bottle of
“Borametz”) showed “a mixture of 1,4-butanediol and glycerin (w/ 1,4-butanediol as the main ingredient). NMR confirms alkyl peaks of 1,4-butanediol as well as others that may
be glycerin.”

While this may not answer the question of what the blue
color is, or how (and if ) it actually relates to psilocybin/
psilocin, one point is very clear: the referenceless web
page author drew some unlikely conclusions that are not
supported at all by what we can find so far. It is amazing
that people can present such statements, and not be
bothered to include supportive references! Additionally,
I am puzzled as to how GOLD reached the conclusion that
“There is evidence to support that the blue product is a

ANGELIDIS no longer sells “Borametz,” as he says that his supplier went out-of-business. However, he apparently now sells
a similar, admittedly synthetic product, labeled as a “Leather
Nourisher,” and sold “not for human consumption.” I had
this product tested by GC/MS, and it appears to contain 1,3butanediol and 1,4-butanediol.
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